Determination of nociceptin-orphanin FQ metabolites by capillary LC-MS.
Nociceptin-orphanin FQ (OFQ/N) is a newly discovered peptide involved in pain transmission. The method is described to identify metabolic pathway of this neuropeptide in the spinal cord of rats using capillary size-exclusion liquid chromatography coupled to electrospray ionization mass spectrometry. The applied technique is rapid and selective, and allows for simultaneous measurement and quantitation of several fragments in the incubation mixture.